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__t¢ The Play's the thing !"—Ask for Thomas's Observer. 
Covent Ciarden ¢ heatre. 

Tue new Drama, entitled Shakspeare’s Karly Days, was last night 
acted for the third time, and was much applauded. The First of May, 
and The Robber’s Wife, were the Afterpieces,—The house was well 
attended. 





Drury Dane Theatre. 

Last night, at this Theatre, a new comic piece in two acts, ealled 
Snakes in the Grass, was performed for the first time, and met with a 
favorable reception : it is attributed to the pen of Mr. Buckstone, of 
the Adelphi Theatre, who is already known to the public as the author 
of several successful dramas. The title of the piece is taken from the 
characters of Mr. and Mrs. Janus, whose sole occupation and plea- 
sure seem to consist in setting every body by the ears, under pretence 
of friendship and kindly feeling. The scene is laid in a country town, 
and the piece opens on the morning appointed for the nuptials of Frank 
Skinner, (J 'Vining,) with Cecilia, (Miss¥aucit.) By this union the two 
families who have long been at variance, are to be made friends, and 
2 Jaw suit pending between them amicably arranged. This harmony 
is soon disturbed by the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Janus, who contrive 
to force themselves on the acquaintance of the two familics, and first 
try their mischievous powers on the young couple. By artfully putting 
false constructions‘on the words used by the lovers, and alternately 
flattering and misrepresenting each to the other, they at length effect 
a downright quarrel between them. Mrs, Janus then, by undertaking 
to explain the cause of the quarrel to Mrs. Walton, (Mrs. C. Jones,) 
and Mrs. Skinner, (Mrs. Orger,) so works on their maternal pride as 


to make each think her child ill used and consequently brings them to , 


a rupture. Mr, Janus contrives by proposing to arbitrate the matter 


in dispute, a meadow, which Mr. Walton (Browne) and Mr. Skinner 


(Bennett) each claim, to embroil the two fathers, as effectually as his 
wife had the two mothers, and all hopes of the wedding are put an end 
to. Mr. and Mrs. Janus had previously broken off a mateh» between 
Mrs. Bloomly, (Miss Mordavnt,) and Capt. Agitate, (Jores,) by per- 
suading the young Widow’ the Captain was faithless. Mrs. Bloomly, 


wishing to board with a family, proposes to Mr. Janus that she shall 
live with him, and he mistaking her intention, and having dishonora-; 


ble views on her,, is overjoyed at the idea of taking her under his pro- 


tection :, this dialogne, in-which there is much laughable equivoque, is*° 


overheard by Mrs. Janus and the Captain;'who burst upon them in 
the most violent rage, Mrs. Bloomly soon, however, explaing her 
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views to the Captain, and after their reconciliation, they mutually de- 

termine ow reconciling all parties. This they effect, aided by the Inn- 

keeper, (Webster,} and Fact, (Harley,) and all again become friends 
except Mr.and Mrs,Janus, that lady vowing never to forgive her faith- 

Jess husband. But on hearing he has shot himself, and remembering 

his fortune goes to his brother, she repents her obduracy, her hus- 
band flies to her arms, (the pistol being fired as aruse,) and the piece 
ends. ‘The parts of Mr.andMrs.Janus, were admirably acted by Mr. 
Liston and Mrs Glover, and all the other parts had ample justice done 
them by their respective representatives. ‘There are two or three highly 
comic situations, and with a little curtailment it will make a very 
amusing afterpiece. It was announced for to-morrow with great ap- 
planse, mingled with a few hisses. The Vintage, and The Lord of 
the Manor, were afterwards performed. In the latter piece Mr Incle- 
don appeared for the first time as Rashley, and sang the music of the 
part with much sweetness, though no great power. ‘“ Whon first this 
humble roof I knew,” he gave with great taste and feeling. Miss 
Betts made a charming Annette ; and Liston’s Moll Flaygon was as 
ludicrous as ever. Mr. Sinclair, as Trumore, was encored in two of 
his songs.—There was a very good house. 


To the Editor cf The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr Epiror, I address you from the Cigar Divan, King-street, Covent 
Garden, having just popt in to take a cup of Coffee, whiff a true Havannah, 
kill an hour over one or two of the Morning and Evening Papers—skim the 
Magazines, and play a game of Chess—delightful place——Just wish to say a 
word —beg pardon, hope 1 don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—I have to 
mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionabie world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

On Monday, must take another peep at the two new views, at the Diorama 
Regent’s Park—was puzzled to decide which was the most beautiful, St, Peter's 
or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely painted—the pictorial illusion com- 

lete—the water flowing, smoke ascending, sun shining—quite nature itself.— 
Fiad difficulty to persuade a fair lady next me, that we were really viewing 
merely pictures. Shall put off my journey to Italy, as I’m told, sub rosa, we 
shall have other views from that classic soil ; and if as good as St. Peter’s will 
satisfy me. 

On Tuesday, I drop into the Exhibition of Scutprure, in Old Bond Street, 
to view the figures, lifesize, of Tam O’Shanter and Souter Johnny—work of 
a self-taught artist, James Thom—delighted beyond measure—fully expected 
to hear Tam’s up’oa ious laugh—the expression so perfect ; posse of figures 
admirable. Whoever has read Burns, (and who has not?) must see them—This 
very ingenious Exhibition closes in the course of a few weeks. 

On Wednesday, I took a walk to inspect the magnificent exhibition of Mu- 
sical] and Mechanical Automata—found them removed to the Argyll Rooms, Re- 
gent Street, where they now appear, in great splendour. 

On Friday, i drop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in 
Leicester Square. 

‘Bring me, my love, a bottle of Godfree’s all potent,’ thus I exclaim after 
wy day’s perambulation—I toast my King ‘ God bless him’—Mrs.P. sips, smiles, 
and declares, the Wines from the London and Westminster Mart, inspire her— 
she delights me with Moore’s Planxty, ‘ Fly not yet, ’tis just the hour,’ &c.— 
but I intrude—beg pardon. Your’s, PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, (2nd time) a Comic Piece, in 2 Acts, called 


Snakes in the Grass. 


Mr Janus, Mr LISTON, 
Captain Agitate.............. Mr JONES, 
Mr Skinner, Mr W. BENNETT, 
Mr Walton, Mr BROWNE, Dick, Mr YARNOLD, 
Frank Skinner, Mr J. VINING, 
John Thomas............ Mr WEBSTER, 
Fact, Mr HARLEY. 
Mrs Bloomley......eeees2e005 Miss MORDAUNT, 


Mrs Janus, Mrs GLOVER, 
Mrs Skinner.....+.......... ‘Mrs ORGER, 
Mrs Walton, Mrs C. JONES, 
Cecilia, Miss FAUCIT, Twill, Mrs NEWCOMBE. 








To which will be added, the Farce of 


The Happiest Day of my Life. 


Mr Dudley, Mr W. BENNETT, Frederick, Mr LEE, 
Mr Gillman, Mr LISTON, 
Charles, Mr J. VINING, John, Mr YARNOLD, 
Mr Jones, Mr S. JONES, Thomas, Mr HONNER, 


Mrs Dudley, Mrs GLOVER, Mrs Grimley, Mrs C. JONES, 
Sophia, Miss FAUCIT, Mary, Mrs NEWCOMBE. 
Mrs Taylor..........Mrs WEBSTER, Jane... o eveeeeMrs EAST. 
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To conclude with the Opera of 


Der Freischutz. 


The Music by Weber, adapted by Bishop. 


Ottocar, the Prince, Mr YARNOLD, Bernhard, Mr THOMPSON 
Adolph, Mr T. COOKE, Caspar, Mr BEDFORD. 
Hermit, Mr SHERIFF, Zamiel, Mr HOWELL, 
Kilian, Mr WEBSTER, 


Foresters.—Mr HONNOR, Mr NELSON, Mr WIELAND, &e. 
Linda, MissGRADDON, Rose, Mrs BEDFORD, 
Bridesmaids.—Mies GOULD, Miss WILLMOTT, Miss ALLEN, &e 


To-morrow, Venice Preserved, wit Masaniello. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 








This Evening, the Tragedy of 


Romeo and Juliet. 


Preceded by the Overture to Zauberfiote. 


Prince Escalus, Mr HORREBOW, 

Paris, Mr DURUSET, Capulet, Mr EGERTON, 
Romeo, Mr ABBOTT, 
Mercutio...... oeeeeeee Mr C. KEMBLE, 
Montague, Mr TURNER, _ Benvolio, Mr BAKER, 
Friar Lawrence, Mr WARDE, 

Tybalt, Mr DIDDEAR, Friar John, Mr MEARS, 
Apothecary, Mr MEADOWS, 

Page, Miss Fortescue, Balthazar, Mr Irwin, 
Abram, Mr Heath, Samson, Mr Atkins, 
Peter, Mr KEELEY. 

Juliet, (her 14th appearance) MissFANNY KEMBLE, 
Nurse, Mrs DAVENPORT. 

Lady Capulet..... eT: <7 on ...Miss LACY, 


In act I, a Masquerade and Dance, 
Incidental to the Piece. 


In Act V. The Funeral Procession of Juliet, and a 
Solemn Dirge. 





After which, the Farce of 


Three & the Deuce. 


With the Overture to“ Rien de Trop ou les Deux Paravents.”’ 


- 


Pertinax Single, - Mr BALLS, 
Peregrine Single, - Mr BALLS, 
Percival Single, - Mr BALLS, 


Justice Touchit, Mr BLANCHARD, Frank, Mr MEADOWS, 
Humphrey Grizzle, Mr KEELEY, Mr Milford, Mr BAKER, 
M’Floggen.........Mr TURNOUR, | Renard......... Mr HORREBOW, 
Pinch, Mr ATKINS, Cramp, Mr FULLER, 

Tippy, Mr Irwin, Waiter, Mr Heath, Servant, Mr J. Cooper. 


Taffiine, Mrs KEELEY, 
Phabe, Miss H. CAWSE,. Emily, Miss J. SCOTT. 


To-morrow, Shakspeare’s Early Days, The First of May, and The 
Robber’s Wife, 














